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gives viewers a glimpse into the past,
present, and future of a musical mystery.

My wife and I are day one D’Angelo
fans. Prior to the release of his
comeback album in 2014, Black
Messiah, we’d often wonder if we’d ever
hear from the soul singer again.

https://goto.walmart.com/c/2773249/1167807/9383?subId1=%2525%2525PATTERN%253AsiteId%2525%2525&subId2=%2525%2525PATTERN%253Aurl%2525%2525&subId3=ad_general_300x600_%2525%2525ADUNIT%2525%2525_https%253A%252F%252Fwww.walmart.com%252Fshop%252Fdeals%252Fflash_picks%253Fdeals_id%253Ddeals%252Fflash_picks&sharedid=Cafemedia&sourceid=imp_000011112222333344&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.walmart.com%2Fshop%2Fdeals%2Fflash_picks%3Fdeals_id%3Ddeals%2Fflash_picks&veh=aff


A 14-year hiatus, drug abuse and more
turmoil usually signal a recipe for
disaster with entertainers. 

Thankfully the brother recovered from

YOUTUBE  DANGELOVEVO

D'Angelo - Me And Those Dreami…
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his demons, dropped a dope album, and
put on an equally dope tour. We
attended the final show on his U.S. tour
and left saying to each other,
“Heeeeeee’s back!”

It’d been five years since that show, and
we began to wonder if that would be the
end of the comeback.

It wasn’t until I saw that the 2019
Tribeca Film Festival would premiere a
documentary on D’Angelo called “Devil’s
Pie” that those feelings of anticipation
and excitement would resurface. 

Devil’s Pie, directed by Carine Bijlsma,
gives viewers a glimpse into the past,
present, and future of D’Angelo.
Clocking in at about 85 minutes in

YOUTUBE  INTERAKT

Devil's Pie - D'Angelo: Trailer (O:…
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length, the film follows the singer and
musician on his comeback tour with his
band The Vanguard.

The documentary not only features
behind the scenes footage of the tour
but also shows footage from his 2000
Voodoo World Tour, along with family
videos from his adolescence.

The viewer travels with D’Angelo from
show to show hearing first-hand
accounts about his life. You also get to
meet the people that have worked with
and supported him throughout the years,
including Questlove of The Roots.

We arrived at the Village East Cinema in
lower Manhattan excited and ready for
what would be a treat for us longtime
fans. As the film began to take shape
and D’Angelo began speaking, I’d
realized something odd.

I don’t think I’d ever heard him speak for
more than 10 minutes. I’ve seen



interviews with him before, but this was
different.

He was comfortable and sharing. It was
in that moment that I realized that I
wasn’t watching D’Angelo speak, I was
getting to know Michael Eugene Archer.

Raised in the church and deeply
influenced by his grandmother, Michael
used his talents to escape the crime and
poverty that plagued his neighborhood
in Virginia. We got to see footage of him
playing in the church, or “Choorch” as he
says one time in the film.

YOUTUBE  DANGELOVEVO

D'Angelo - Lady (O:cial Video)

https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@DAngeloVEVO
http://embed.ly/cards?utm_campaign=cards-powered&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=theshadowleague.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBB8valskCQ


There is a point in the film where he
says, “I had something I could hold on
to.”

In that moment, he was referring to his
talent which would serve as his way out.

As I sat there enjoying this deep dive
into his past, I couldn’t help but wonder
about his hiatus from music.

How much would be revealed? Would
D’Angelo speak on it or would we have
to hear from others?

Too Much Dust In Your House?

Enjoy crisp, clean air with this simple device

The film does go into this dark time in
his life, but not as deep as some would
want. D’Angelo does reveal what his
mindset was at the time and when he
knew he needed to seek help. The
events that ultimately led to his absence
from music are not given much detail.
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In 2000, he was at the height of his
success and the power was intoxicating.
Mix that with a little bit of “survivor’s
remorse”, the loss of loved ones, and
substance abuse and it’s a miracle he’s
still with us.

The audience in the theater was dead
silent when these moments would occur,
and the women would scream when
footage of his half-naked video “Untitled”
was shown.

Devil’s Pie is personal invitation to his
fans, and anyone interested in the

YOUTUBE  JAMES ROBINSON

d'angelo - devil's pie '00

https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@Scrapluv
http://embed.ly/cards?utm_campaign=cards-powered&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=theshadowleague.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AEgkZxfstgs


legend of a musical genius. In this day
and age of celebrity social media
nonsense, it was refreshing to see
D’Angelo looking wide-eyed at what
looked like his first experience with
online reactions to his show.

This is a man who lives in his music and
not in the virtual space. The
documentary also revealed that he is
working on new music. As a fan, I can
only wish the brother good health and
peace in the future as we await his next
musical gift.


